4. The FarmPath project aims to
provide:
•

Evidence-based policy recommendations for
local, national and EU levels for identifying
and pursuing future transition pathways and
social and technological innovation needs for
agriculture.

•

An analysis of the preferences and challenges
facing young people and new entrants in
agriculture at local, regional, national and
European levels.

•

Resources for policymakers, academics and
other stakeholders in order to develop their
understanding and enable the pursuit of
transitions towards the regional sustainability
of agriculture.

FarmPath research is led by The James Hutton
Institute, Aberdeen, and is being undertaken in
France, Germany, Portugal, Greece, Czech Republic
and Bulgaria (see map below).

Contact information
Annie McKee (annie.mckee@hutton.ac.uk) and
Kirsty Holstead (kirsty.holstead@hutton.ac.uk) will
be running the visioning process. Please feel free to
contact them for more information.
For further information on FarmPath contact
Lee-Ann Sutherland, the FarmPath Co-ordinator
(lee-ann.sutherland@hutton.ac.uk) or visit the
FarmPath web-site: www.farmpath.eu
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1. What is FarmPath?

2. Visions for Agriculture

3. The Visioning Process

FarmPath is a three year collaborative research
project funded through the European Commission’s
7th Framework Programme, with additional funding
from nine European research partners, including
the Scottish Government, running from March 2011
to February 2014. The overall goal of FarmPath is
to identify and assess future transition pathways
towards regional sustainability of agriculture in
Europe, and the social and technological innovation
needs required to initiate and progress along these
pathways.

The FarmPath project now aims to build on what
we’ve learned about ‘transition processes’, and
to identify ideal future situations and the steps
needed to progress agriculture across Europe.
This will involve a series of focus groups with local
stakeholders who have been selected to represent
the full spectrum of people with rural interests,
and those involved in land management and
agriculture across the European regions under
investigation in FarmPath.

Each group of stakeholders will meet (with around
8 people per group) to discuss what they see
as important in the future for agriculture in the
North East. These focus groups will be held in
late February and early March 2013, and will last
around 3 hours. They will be fully catered, and
mileage costs will be reimbursed. Participants
are invited to attend one focus group here and
another in May, 2013. During this second meeting,
all the participants will come together to discuss
the ‘future visions’ and identify the steps required
to progress in the North East towards the visions,
including the opportunities for government
support, and the responsibilities of different land
managers and users.

The first stage of the project was the study of specific
changes that are occurring in agriculture in Europe.
Each of the partner institutes in seven countries (see
map) are exploring three examples of new ways to
approach farming. In Scotland our work has focused
on formalised farmer collaboration (machinery rings),
non-commercial farming and on-farm renewable
energy production (see www.farmpath.eu for details
of our findings).
Importantly, an overarching theme of FarmPath
is to gain an understanding of the challenges
and opportunities facing young farmers and new
entrants.
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This process will be replicated in seven partner
countries and, in Scotland, will focus on visions
for agriculture in the North East of Scotland in the
year 2030. Therefore, the central question to be
considered in this process will be:
What are your wishes for agriculture and other
land based activities in North East Scotland in
2030?

?

A North East farming
landscape – what would
you like to see in 2030?

The results of this research process (i.e. the
visions and steps needed) will be communicated
to Aberdeenshire Council and other relevant local
authorities, the Scottish Government, and the
European Commission. We believe this represents
an opportunity to raise awareness to policy
makers of the particular threats and opportunities
facing agriculture in the North East of Scotland.
We also hope that this will be an interesting and
enjoyable experience for participants, providing
an opportunity to network with other local rural,
farming and land management interests, and to
influence the direction of agriculture in the North
East.
Whilst participants in the different focus groups
will be known to each other, the participation
of individuals and organisations will remain
confidential, and names will not be used in
any publication from the process without prior
permission.

