Regional sustainability transitions:

Farmer collaboration
Introduction
This research focussed on initiatives in the agriculture sector which involve some form of collaboration between farmers.
These included different organisational forms and integration of actors from a variety of sectors. Initiatives were studied
in three different countries: ‘CRIE Montado’ in Portugal, which is a platform for experience exchange and supporting
multifunctional strategies (including tourism and recreation, education, social inclusion and product transformation);
‘machinery rings’ in Scotland, which provide opportunities for increased efficiency through access to a pool of resources
(including machinery, labour, training and commodities); and ‘Regionalwert AG’ in Germany, which pursues the provision of
capital to organic agriculture with the objective of a sustainable regional economy (in financial and socio-ecological terms).
These three initiatives were associated with four different regions (research was carried out in two geographical areas
of Scotland), which differed in size, from around 9,000km2 (‘North East Scotland’ and the German district of Freiburg) to
around 1,000km2 (Montemor-o-Novo in the Alentejo region of Portugal), with the smaller Scottish region studied (Scottish
Borders) being just over 4,500km2.
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Contribution towards the
regional sustainability of
agriculture
CRIE Montado contributes to sustainability
of agriculture by adopting an environmental
rationale in the context of individual farm
projects. Furthermore, and more importantly,
it also contributes to a re-invention of urbancountryside relations, sustainable farming,
community development and a more
human, creative and balanced territorial
development. In the context of existing high
levels of specialization, competition, and
sectorial administration and markets, CRIE
Montado illustrates the critical importance
of collaboration in processes of transition
towards regional sustainability of agriculture.

Direct marketing at RWAG partner Querbeet horticultural business, Eichstetten, Germany,
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